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of life. 2. The time of life when a person becomes qualified to 
assume certain civil and personal rights and responsibilities; 
legal age: under age; of age. 3. One of the stages of life: at an 
awkward age. 4. The state of being old; old age: hair white 
with age. 5. Often Age. a. A period in the history of human- 
kind marked by a distinctive characteristic or person: the 
computer age. b. A period in the history of the earth, usu. 
shorter than an epoch: the Ice Age. 6.a. The period of history 
during which a person lives: a product of his age. D. A gen- 
eration: ages yet unborn. 7. ages. Informal. An extended pe- 
riod of time: left ages ago. — v. aged, ageing. ag*es. — tr. 
\, To cause to become old. 2. To cause to mature or ripen 
under controlled conditions: aging urine. — intr. 1 . To be- 
come old. 2. To manifest traits associated with old age. 3. To 
develop a certain quality of ripeness; become mature: cheese 
aging at room temperature. See Syns at mature. [ME < OFr. 
aage < VLat. "aetaticum < Lat. aetds y aetata age. See aiw-V] 
— ag'er n. 

-age suff 1. Collection; mass: sewerage. 2. Relationship; con- 
nection: parentage. 3. Condition; state: vagabondage. 4.a. An 
action: blockage, b. Result of an action: breakage. 5. Resi- 
dence or place of: vicarage. 6. Charge or fee: cartage. [ME < 
OFr. < VLat. *-aticum y abstract n. suff. < Lat. -aticum y n. 
and adj. suff.) 

ag*ed (a'jid) ad]. \. Being of advanced age; old. 2. Charac- 
teristic of old age. 3. (ajd). Having reached the age of: aged 
three. 4. (ajd). Brought to a desired ripeness or maturity: aged 
cheese. 5. Ceol. Approaching the base level of erosion. — n. 
Elderly people considered as a group. — ag'ed*ly adv. 
— ag'ed*ness n. 
A*gee (a'je), James. 1909-55. Amer. writer noted csp. for his 

novel A Death in the Family (1958). 
age group n. All the people of a particular age or range of ages. 
age*ing (a'jlng) n. Chiefly British. Var. of aging, 
age* Ism also ag'ism (a'jr/'.im) ». Discrimination based on 

age. — age'ist ad]. & n. 
age-less (aj'Us) adj. 1. Seeming never to grow old. 2. Existing 

forever; eternal, — age 'less* ly adv. — age Mess* ness n. 
Ag*e*nais (a'zh;»-na') or Ag*e*nois (-nwa'). A historical re- 
gion of SW France. 
a*gen*cy (a'pn-scj pi. -cies. 1. The condition of being in 
action; operation. 2. The means or mode of acting; instru- 
mentality. 3. A business or service authorized to act for oth- 
ers: an employment agency. 4. An administrative division of 
a government or an international body. [Med. Lat. agentia < 
Lat. agens, agent-, pr.pan. of agcre, to do. Sec ackvt.] 
agency shop n. An establishment in which a union represents 
all employees regardless of union membership but requires 
that nonmembers pay union dues or fees, 
a* gen* da {a-jen'd?) n., pi. -das. A list or program of things to 
be done or considered. [Lat., pi. of agendum, agendum. See 

ACENDUM.] 

Usage Note: In Modern English a phrase such as item on 
the agenda expresses the sense of the Latin singular form 
agendum, and the plural form agenda is used as a singular 
noun to denote the set or list of such items, as in The agenda 
fur the meeting has not yet been set. If a plural of agenda is 
required, the form should be agendas. 
**gen*dum (s-jen'dam) n., pi. -da {-da) also -dums. Some- 
thing to be done. esp. an item on a program or list. [Lat., 
neut. gerundive of agere, to do. See ag-*.] 

• *gen*e*sis (a-jen'l-sls) «. Absence or incomplete develop- 
ment of an organ or body part. 

■•gent (a' jam) n. 1. One that acts or has the power or au- 
thority to act. 2. One empowered to act for or represent an- 
ther: an insurance agent. 3. A means by which something is 
done or caused; an instrument. 4. A force or substance that 
Cj uses a change: a chemical agent. 5. A representative or of- 
f| cial of a government: an FBI agent. 6. A spy. [ME < Lat. 
J S"« 1 agent-, pr.part. of agere, to do. See ag-*.] 

4 *flen*tial (a-jen'shal) adj. Of, relating to, or acting as an 
J Rtnt or agency. 

*9ent Orange (a 'jam) n. A herbicide containing trace 
founts of the toxic contaminant dioxin that was used in the 
irtxiarn War to defoliate areas of forest. [From the orange 

* C " ♦ ng strip on drums in which it was stored. 1 

gent pro»vo*ca*teur (a-zhais*' pro-vo'ka-toer') n., pi. 
*Qfcnts pro*vo*ca*teurs (a-zhaN' pro-vo'ka-tcer'). A per- 
employed to incite suspected persons to commit acts that 
^" make them liable to punishment. [Fr. : agent, agent + 
^ rt *Ocateur y instigator.] 
;o f onsent Law. The age at which a person is legally 
./"iidercd competent to give consent, as to sexual inter- 
course. 

the* re . ason 1- An era in which rationalism prevails, esp. 
Lfi •**. r '°d °f tri e Enlightenment in England, France, and the 
PiU 5 tatcs - z - An a B e at w h>ch a person is considered ca- 
^ * of making reasoned judgments. 

j standing. 
P various New World 
* T — 6 «-.iu3 njcmtti". in mi. wttiposite family, esp. A. 
"ontanum, having showy, colorful flower heads. 2. Any 




of several other plants having flower clusters similar to the 
agerarum. [NLat. Ageratum, genus name < Gk. ageratos, age- 
less : a-, without; see a- 1 * geras, old age; see gera- 1 *.] 

A-ges*i*la*us II (a-jes'a-la'as). 444?-360? b.C- Spartan king 
(399r-360?) who defended Sparta during the Corinthian 
War (394-387). 

ag-gie 1 (ag'e) n. Games. A playing marble, [ac(ate) + -ie.] 

ag-gte z (ag'e) «. Informal. 1. An agricultural school or col- 
lege. 2. A student enrolled at such a school or college, [ac- 
(rjcultural) + — IE.] 

ag-gior*na*men*to (a-jor' no-men 'to; pi. -tos. The proc- 
ess of bringing an institution or organization up to date; mod- 
ernization, [ltal. < aggiornare, to update : fl-, to (< Lat. ad-\ 
sec ad-) .+ giorno % day i< Lat. diurr.us, daily; sec diurnal).] 

ag*glom*er*ate (a-glom'^-rat') tr. & intr. v. -at*ed. -at*ing. 
-ates. To form or collect into a rounded mass. — adj. (or-Tt). 
Gathered into a rounded mass. — n. !-sr-Tt). 1. A confused or 
jumbled mass; a heap. 2. A volcanic rock consisting of round- 
ed and angular fragments fused together. [Lat. agglomerare, 
agglomerat-, to mass together : ad-, ad- -r glomerare, to form 
into a ball {< glomus, ball).] — ag*glom 'er*a'tive (-a-ra'tlv, 
-ar-*-tIv) adj. — ag *glom'er*a'tor n. 

ag*glom*er*a*tion (a-glom'a-ra'shin n. 1. The act or proc- 
ess of gathering into a mass. 2. A confused or jumbled 
mass. 

ag*glu*ti*nate (s-globt'n-at') v. -nat*ed. -nat-ing. -nates. 

— tr. 1. To cause to adhere, as with glue. 2. Ling. To form 
(words) by combining words or words and word elements. 
3. Physiol. To cause (red blood cells or bacteria) to clump 
together, —intr. 1. To join together into a group or mass. 
2. Ling. To form words by agglutination. 3. Physiol. To 
clump together; undergo agglutination. — n. See agglutina- 
tion 2. [Lat. agglutinare, agglidinat- -. ad-, ad- - gliitinare, to 
glue {< gluten, glue).] — ag*glu'ti*nant adj. c~ n. 

ag"*glU*ti*na*tron (a-gldbt'n-a'shan; k. I.The act or process 
of agglutinating; adhesion of distinct parts. 2. A clumped 
mass of material formed by agglutination. 3. Ling. The for- 
mation of words from morphemes that retain their original 
forms and meanings with little change during the combination 
process. 4. The clumping tdgether of red blood cells or bac- 
teria, usu. in response to a particular antibody. 

ag*g!u*ti*na*tive (o-globt'n-a' riv, ->-:iv) adj. 1. Tending to- 
ward, concerning, or characteristic of agglutinaiion. 2. Ling. 
Of. relating to, or being a language in which words are 
formed primarily by means of agglutination. 

ag*glu*ti*nin (a-gloot'n-tn) n. Physiol. A substance, such as 
an antibody, that causes agglutination, [agclltin(ation) + 

-IN.] 

ag-glu*tin*o*gen (ag'loo-tin'a-j«->n. s-gldbt'n- 1 . «. Physiol. 
An antigen that stimulates the production of a particular ag- 
glutinin, such as an antibody. [acgu-t-n;in) -f -gen.] — ag'- 
g!u*tin'o*gen'ic (ag'lob-tm'a-gen'Ik. a-gldbt'n-) adj. 

ag* grade (a-grad') rr.r. -grad*ed. -grad*ing, -grades. To fill 
and raise the level of (the bed of a stream) by deposition of 
sediment. — ag'gra*da'tion (ag'r^-da'shsn) n. — ag'gra* 
da'tion*al adj. 

ag*gran*dize (a-gran'diz', ag'ran-; tr.v. -dized, -diz-ing. 
-diz-es. 1- To increase the scope of; extend. 2. To make great- 
er in power, influence, stature, or reputation. 3. To make 
appear greater; exaggerate: aggrand:ze an argument. [Fr, 
agrandir, agrandiss- < OFr. : a-, to f< Lat. ad-: see ad-) + 
grandir, to grow larger (< Lat. grar.dire < grjndis, large).] 

— ag*gran'dize*ment (a-grln'dlz-msnt, -diz'-) n. — ag- 
gran'diz'er n. 

ag-gra*vate (ag'ra-vaV) tr.v. -vat*ed. -vat*lng. -vates. 1. To 
make worse or more troublesome. 2. To rouse to exasperation 
or anger; provoke. [Lat. aggravare, aggravat- : ad-, ad- + 
gravdre, to burden (< gravis, heavy; see g^era- 1- ).] — ag'- 
gra- vat' lng*ly adv. — ag'gra -va'tive ad]. — ag'gra *va' tor 
n. 

Usage Note: It is sometimes claimed that aggravate 
should be used only to mean "to make worse" and not "to 
irritate." But the latter use dates back as far as the 17th cen- 
tury and is accepted by 67 percent of the Usage Panel. As 
H.W. Fowler wrote, "the extension from aggravating a per- 
son's temper to aggravating the person himself is slight and 
natural." 

ag-gra»vat*ed assault (ag'ra-va'tld) n. Law. An assault that 
is more serious than a common assault, esp. one performed 
with an intent to commit a crime. 

ag»gra"va*tion (ag'r^-va'shjn) «. 1. The act of aggravating 
or the state of being aggravated. 2. A source of continuing, 
increasing irritation or trouble. 3. Exasperation. 

ag*gre*gate (ag'ri-git) adj. 1. Constituting or amounting to a 
whole; total: aggregate sales. 2. Bot. Crowded or massed into 
a dense cluster. 3. Composed of a mixture of minerals sepa- 
rable by mechanical means. — n. 1. A total considered with 
reference to its constituent parts. 2. The mineral materials 
used in making concrete. — tr.v . (-gat') -gat*ed, -gat'ing, 
-gates. 1. To gather into a mass, sum, or whole. 2. To 
amount to; total. — idiom. In the aggregate. Taken into ac- 
count as a whole. [ME aggregat < Lat. aggregatus, p.part. of 
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' -.5- An area for which a person is responsible as a rep- 
^L^ ve r 0f J an agem * 6 - s P° rts - The area of a field defended 
'tT ^s*^". team ' 7 * Bto1 - An arca occupied by a single 

'' mating pair, or erouo and ofn»n vio^fn,,^,, a~c i-j 

"** 4 <J|ntruders. 8 
*r* ; j Ut. territo 
T.Vt'tir'ar) n. 1 
. |, ^|» One that ii 
'J> •fTfc". 4. Vic 



^ccincu wjiii. /. okh. An area occupied by a single 
J* 0211 j S pa o r ' ° r group and often vi g°rously defended 
. intruders, a. A sphere of action or interest; a province 
, Ut. territorium < terra, earth. See ters-*.] 

1. Intense, overpowering fear. See Syns at 
t instills intense fear. 3. The ability to instill 
7fCK ™. - Violence committed or threatened to intimi- 
,J. Jrw-oerce, as for military or political purposes. 5. Infor- 
1 v2 u inn °y m S or intolerable pest. (ME terrour < OFr 
" %r < Ut. terror < terrere, to frighten.] 

ism (ter'a-nz'am) n. The unlawful use or threatened 
; rorce or violence to intimidate or coerce societies or 
scents, often for ideological or political reasons 
Hst{ter'ar-Isr) n. One that engages in acts or an act of 
tsl -ter'ror-ist. ter'ror-fs'tic adj. 
r .ize (tejr'a-riz') tr.v. -ized. -lz*lng. -iz-es. 1. To fill or 
,«r with terror; terrify. 2. To coerce by intimidation or 
-ter'ror-i-za'tion (-ar-I-za'shan) «. - ter'ror.iz'er 

J ir'e) n pi. -Ties. 1 One of the uncut loops that form 
■tof a fabric. 2. A pile fabric, usu. of cotton, with uncut 
.jnboth sides, used for bath towels and robes P] 
rir'e), Dame Ellen Alice or Alicia. 1847-1928. British 
known for her Shakespearean roles, 
kij adj. ters-er. ters -est. Brief and to the point- ef- 
^concise: a terse one-word answer. [Lat. tersus, p part 

to cleansej - terse 'ly adv. -terse'ness * 
4 nir'shal) ad;. Ot, relating to, or being the third row of 
ratners on the basal section of a bird's wing — n A 
-feather. [Lat. tertitis, third; see terturv + _ AL > J 

.mr'shan) adj. Recurring every other dav- or, when 
jrrd inclusively, every third dav; tertian malaria — n 
-.A tertian tever, such as vivax malaria. [ME terciane 
::rver < Lat. (febris) tertiana, (fever) of the third (dav) 

third. See trei-*.] • 
r-yfrir'she-er'e) adj. 1. Third in place, order, degree 
a l J reIatin S lo > or bcir iS the short flight feathers 
< die body on the rear edge of a bird's wing. 3. Chem. 
' ; r relating to salts ot acids containing three replaceable 
m atoms, o. Of or being an organic compound in 
:j group such as an amine, is bound to three noncle- 
32?'? t t fti ? ry - Geol -, 0i ; belonging to, or being 
£ "me of the first period of the Cenozoic Era, cx- 
^rom the end of the Mesozoic Era to the Quaternarv 
; I Ccr i°zo'C Era and characterized bv the appear'- 
CfrfZ fl "" and of apes an J other large mammals. 
^« geologic time. - pL -ies. 1 . A tertiarv feather, 
fwy. Ceol The Tertiary Period or its system of depos- 
■*om._Catb. Ch. A member of a religious Third Order 
"tortus < tcrtius, third. See trei-\] 
'OHOr n. A color resulting from the mixture of two 
J ? colors. 

^ quid (tur'she-am kwld', ter'te-oom') n. Some- 
?x cannot be classified into either of two groups con- 
: «haust.ve; an intermediate thing or factor. [LLat. .- 
■•£T; , neU '*.,° f tertlUS S third + something.] 
■ W tUl L° n l 160.--230? Cartha- 

ogian who formed his own schismatic sect. 
1™.°?'"*? bnt ' tur ' v5 '-> Trivalent. 

(ter'ts* re 'maj p/. ter-ze rl-me (ter'tse re'- 
rorm of Italian origin consisting of tercets of 10 

*?5?/ S u Wl 5 h ,f h * m ' ddle Iine rh >' mi nS with the first and 
?«°tche following tercet. [Itai. : terza, third + rima, 

vS 3Chi -!¥ En Sl'sh as a second language. 

»> «. The unit of magnetic flux density in the In- 

*S 1 U ?. ment tAftcr Niko,a T"" J 

i • 185 . 6_1 ? 4 , 3 - S «b^n-born physicist 
... ered the principles of alternating current (1381). 
^Vow^' r ' C °7 transform " u «d as a source of high- 

^ZJL % as x ", ra ^ mbesi - fAfter Nikola Tes " J 

'^e f?L ? e 7-°A Engl,s . h to s P« k «s of other languages, 
•^ic n£ Iat J ^ -lat-lng. -lates. To form 
^«are £ m * 33 W » h tesserae - f< Lat. tessettdtus, of 
■i^fc stones < fwsWfc, small cube, dim. of tessera, a 



. --who -~ tesseua, small cube, 
.^ msERA.] -tes'sel-la'tlon ». 
^ o/Im PL teS * ser / ae t^'^e'). One of the 
• Ck squares used to make mosaic parterns. 

j'* neu t- of tesseres, var. of tessares, four. See 

^rc?' >r5kt '* rt * Thc four -d«mensionaI equivalent 
^'av „f f"^ rd ' ncut * P ( - o{ '"seres, four; see tessera 
•ra ( - ^ ACnf, '°-] 

Ues'I-tdbr'a) «. M„ s . The prevailing range of a 



I°a? < L« ^ ? P u' W ' thin Which most of ton « 
t«t? / ^ t Lat -/« fMrJ . wc b f structure. See texture.] 
test (test) «. 1 A procedure for critical evaluation; a means of 
£3Ta? P / CSCnCCt < UaIlt >'> 0r truth of something; a 

d«Le*d to d«e r ° m; 2"l Stl0n V J Pr ° bItfm ,V ° r P h y $ical r «P°« s « 
h« f I? , cer . mme knowledge, intelligence, or ability. 3. A 
C u alUaC l 0n 0 [.l«dgment. 4. oSm. a. A physical or 
chemical change by which a substance mav be detected or i J 

such" a ? b * A fCag T nE , USed t0 o^omote 

Srt .If . A P° SKlve r « ul < obtained. S. A cupel. - „. 

ll lng 'u* StS - ~ tr - 1 * To sub i eCT » a test; tr? 

h tIZ dcter / mine t J h 5 Presence or properties of (a substance) 
2 S ^ 53>: (metaI) m 3 ^ peL " intr - f - To under SO a test.' 
te'srl 4 S' niS K- a KSC * 3 * 7° achicve 3 orTatingTn 
test Vm E^ru 0*1 <r n!'™ chara f teristic wh «=n subjected to a 

?wi^^tl?^ b |T4 Lat - ^ - test '" 

t6 bas 2 l d?nJ^u* Zd ""J 1121 COV Y in ^ as *« of certain amoc 

T^^"?^ B r urchins - [Lat - ^ -^i 
^iS^^Xiit ,} - ^ often or hard outcr 

^^rj 3 *? 3 " (t£ * sc f sh3 n) «■ Any of various rhizopods of the 
NLar T«Lv" ' cha f acteri « d ^ the presence of P aTheIl [< 
cn£. "J 1 • I ' L ° r u Cr name < neut - P*. of testiceus 

covered with a shell < testa, shell.] -tes-ta/cean adtf 

or .hlll 6 ! 0 ^ (t ~ ta ' sI " s > 1- a- HavingThard shell 
"fee m««i a °l US 2 T C / rm8 *i5' Com P° scd of a fhell or »hcU- 
browSfh JI« u Coh c r i H . aV,n S che "ddish-brown or 
sheihj [ * ° f bHck5 ' [< Lac ' < 

t2'2-"2pn1V w 5 *' UW - The condi »'on of being testate. 
Ribie nToof { ¥'?- m ^ »■ 1- Something that series as tan- 
gible proof. 2. A statement of belief; a. credo. 3. Law A 
oZ^T 1 P»vidmg for the disposition of a per^on^ 
property after death; a will. 4. Testament Bible. Either of the 
two ma.n dms.ons of the Christian Bible. 5. Archaic A cov- 
enant between human beings and Cod. [ME, a w < Lat 

teLtatl ^ 5 ^'T Ur '> (-men'w-re, -men'tre) adf/. 

b^ fo« ^d^h fMF^/^'- HaVi "S madC 3 l ^ aU ^ ^ aIid Wi" 
on?s w1n 1 Lac f«fA«, f p. paPC . oi testari, to make 

one » win. See testament.] 
tes-ta-tor (th^5'»r,_ce-sta'«r) n. Ua-. One who has made 

te So ' d " ' ' bct ° r ^ deach " (N1E < AN < Lat 

tes- 1-tril ,«> make one's will. See testa.me.vt.] 

fcm S T ,°v hjS m3dc 3 Icgail ' V vand wi » ^fore death. [La£ 
fern, ot f«to/or. testator. See testator.] 

? nrJ?/'' , £att * A lc L gaI a " i0n whose outcome is likelv to set 
t«t P ./m« n t - 0r , r L eSt «n«i™tionalit>- of a statute. ' 

in iS„ e J h lu '"^ ? C dom,nant Phenotype of a trait and 
order to lr, ' ,s , hom °^go us recess iv, for that trait in 
° tSt?cro»^! RC gen0r >'P e o{ thc dominant individual, 
test-drive (test'dm-') tr.v. -drove (-drov';, -drlv-en f-drfv'an) 
teM.e;! n ^;? f ri 7 S - o dr ^ C fa m0t ° r V ^icle) to evaW Tt ' 

tes-terl ulJ'J: !' T"? < LL J"v f " fJ ' ^ull < Lat., shell.] 
tes-ti.eli Vr T 1 ■, S " ? St0n 2 - t Al «"tion of teston.J 
?«^ C £ 'i C " k3l; " / c « tis - «P- »"hin a scrotum. [ME 

tes-tic "u.t, te ?r tU \ S > dim / of testts * restis - See testt^.] 
tes t c*u.|ar (te-stik'ya-br) acf/. Of or relating to a testis 
tes.t.C-u.|at€ Mte-stik'vo-lTt) adj. 1. Having fhe shape of a 

tes-ti-fy (tes'to-fl'; t'. -fled, -fy-ing. -fies. -/* r . 1. T o make 

2 ^«nJSl 0f ^ ° r f3Ct Und f f ° ath: 5UbmiC tCSCimo ^ 

Lnow?^° - ' 3 - T ° /" akc a statei "ent based on personal 
knowledge ,n support of an asserted fact; bear witness. 4. To 

2Tb V««?r nC ff ~ ^ J" T ° ^ PUhhC ^ 
vide JS«« r f aftu ; m f " nd «.oath. 3. To bear witness to; pro- 

ness- «f tiS l° r I f ^ £ - f " f ^r < Lat - '«^« : testis, wit- 
shanj rt. — tes'tWi'er «. 
tB no« nT^T 1 " 31 ^"'"•fo'nS-al) «. 1. A statement in sup- 
m««« a f parr '? Ia . r c ™ th - fa «. or claim. 2. A written affiV- 
mendation Tt" * ° f W ° rth; a P ersonal ^ 

or ;rh;« meth ' n8 gIV if n m a PP« d *«on of a person's 
service or achievement; a tribute. - adj. Relating to or con- 

r ME < 8 OF tCSt,m0n ^ or ««imoniaI: testtmon J statements. 

OFr -.of evidence < LLat. testimonial < Lat. testi- 
monium, testimom-. See testimony ] 
tes.ti-mo.ny (tcs'ea-ma'ne) pi. -nles. I.a. A declaration 

sue? d W .cT CS V Undtfr °l th ' 35 th3C givcn beforc a <»««■ b Al 
such declarations, spoken or written, offered in a legal case or 
dehberative hearing. 2. Evidence in support of a Set or an 
a,sert,on; proof. 3. A public declaration regarding a religious 
experience. 4.a. The stone tablets inscribe! Wiethe Lat of 





terrapin 

Diamondback terrapii 



I- J 



^1 



tesseract 



a pat 
a pay 
ar care 
a father 
e pet 
e be 
I pit 
I pie 
tr pier 
6 pot 
6 toe 
6 paw 



ot boy 
ou out 
do took 
6b boot 
ii cut 
ur urge 
th thin 
th this 
hw which 
zh vision 
a about 
item 



i 



Stress marks: 
' (primary); 
' (secondary), as in 
dictionary (dik'sha-nfr'e) 



